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PROVERBIAL CO!PARISOWS VEST 


by 
Herbert Nalpert 


Murray State College, Murray, Lentucky 


"Ficurative Languace the Fol!-wa;", the interestins article by Professor 

Ee Ge Nosers in the December, 1950, issue of the Tennessee loll -lore Society 
Bulletin, has stimulated the compilation of the following list of sroverbial 
cemparisons from western Tennesseee The items are drawn from material con- 
tributed by Tennessee students in ry composition or American fol!:lore classes 

+ Murray State Colle~e, ecicht miles north of the Temessee line. The majority 
of these sayinzs are reported from seven west Tennessee counties: Stewart, 
enry, vieakley, Obion, Dyer, Gibson, and Carroll. A few come from Lake, 
-antertale, Madison and Shelby counties, With the excention of Stevart, all 

[ these counties are west of the Temessce River. 


The 71 items in this collectiox which duplicate sayinss in the Rorers 
collection from !‘iddle Tenressee aré marized with asteris':s. Professor Rorers 
would probably have little trouble in findins most of the othor sayincs in 
this collection also current in Middle Tennessoe. For 90 of his itens no 
rarallel was revorted by ny students from Vest Tenressee. 

To these ©O items we can acc another 35 Middle Tennessee sayings given 
heree They are not revorted in the -‘ogers list, but neither are they reported 
“x Wiest Tennessee versions, In parenthesis before each of these 35 savires is 
an jabbreviation of the name of the Temnessee cout: fron wiich it was reporteds 
(C) Clay; (D) Davidson; Marshall; (lt) Mont-omery 


Professor :orers' nt of sayinces under subdject herdinss presents 
clearly "the nature of the areas" to which reference is nade in the sroverbial 
fi-urese Mr arranenent, alvhabetical yvithin the strvcetural ratterns, is 


adopted as a convenience for collectors who may wish to acc to the liste 


The sayinzs in the first two sectio:s of this compilation can obviously be 
called comparisons only by str otehin~ sche term to include irmlied comparisonse 
The savines in section II throuch V apparently represmt those in less common 
usare. Sections VI and VII (with »erhans a fev exceptions) contain true similes. 


1 Por other examples of the tyme of savin in section I, see my article, 
"a Pattern of Proverbial Zxa~-eration from West Kentueky," Midwest Foli:lores I 


(April, 1051), 41-47, in which I have also riven 17 additional West Tennescee 


‘ 

" 


I have not included in this list some 35 "hirh-kiltad" items. Such 
comparisons are a cenuine end hoalthy part of our folk tradition, but they 
are omitted in deference to persons who are unaccustomed to seeinr in print 
what they may hear without offence. The Committee on Proverbial Sayinrs of 
the American Dialect Society, whose nation-wide survey of our vroverbial 
savrin=s is beinz materially assisted bv rorional collections such es these, 
is anxious to have colloctors record the “oarthy" itens with the rest, so that 


a true and complete picture of the existing tradition may be secured. 


Desvite the size of this collection, it must not be considered comprehensive 
for its areae The collection of vroverbial comparisons from westorn Kentucky, 

n the Archive at Murray State Collec, contains from three to five times as 
many items, many of which are probvabl; elso curront in western Tonnesscee The 
siniles civen here are less than a third of those in the list published by d. D. 
Clark, in "Similes from the Folk Sneceh or the South: <A Supylement to Wilstach's 
Compilation,” Southern ore Quarterly, IV (December, 1940), 2 205—226. This 
list, however, includes many itoms not - reported by Professor Clar’:. Its signi?ri 
cance lies less in its n-th than in the fact that it represents a definitely 
jimited atea rathor than South" at larzee In folklore studies it is most 
important, I think, to learn all that is nossiblo about each area or sub-refion 
before making soneralizations about the larre resion of which it is a parte 


I am indebted to all of the Ivrrav State Colleze students who contributed 
proverbial material for this collection. fFarticuler credit is due to the 
followinr, each of whor contributed at least twelve of the items givon heres 


Vircil Adans | liary C. Long 
Julia Bennett Emily 
orace Derrinrton Julia May 
Albert Fowlkes B. R. Peebles 
Martha 3S. Uuches Marie towlctte 
Virsinia Jo Iurdle Jamcs Sanders 
Clarence Kennedy Clarence Walker 
Robdert nox Whitson 

Sera Leonard © Charles Wilson 


For assistance in the prepara of this list, I wish to thank especially 
tvo student assistants: lRomclia Hooks, who alphabetized and sorted the entire 
Murray State Collere proverb collections and iorma Jane Shelby, who prenared 
the durmay” and tho stencils. 
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I. Proverbial Exageerations of the Form "So Cold (That)" 


The yom is so bare there isn't even a peg to hang a thought one 
So cold Gabriel Heater was coming in lukewarm. 4 

So cold you had to milk the cows with a pair of wire ieee. 

So crooked he has to screw his pants on. 

It's so dark . see your hand in front of Yous 
So deaf he can't hear it thunder. 

I'm so dry I'm spitting cottone | 

So drunk he coulen't nit the ground with his hat. 


So drunk he couldn‘t pour (water) out of a boot if he had directions 
saying, "Turn it up," a 


He's so dumb he thinks the Chamber of Commerce has a handle on ite 
I’m so embarrassed I could dig a hole for a grave and jump ine 

I'm so embarrassed I could fall through the floor. 

He lives so far back in the sticks that they have to pump daylight to hime 
He's so fast he kicks up dust like a car. 

So high he couldn't hit the floor with his hat. 

I'm so hungry I could eat a bear. 

I'm so hungry I could eat a horses 

I'm so hungry I could eat the hind leg of a jack. 

I'm so hungry I could eat a mule and harnesse : 

So hungry that my slats are beating against my backbone. 

I'm so hungry my stomach is flirting with my backbone. 

I'm so humgry my stomach thinks my throat's been (is) cut. 


So lazy he could stretch to Newborn if he didn't have to walk back. 
(From Dyersburg; Newbern is in the same cowty.) 
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26. 
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Ke is so low he could sit on a cigarette paper and hang his feet over 
the edge. 


So low he can smell the fire of hell. } 

He's so low he'd steal the brass off a tin monkey. 

He's so low he'd steal from his grandmother. 

lie's so low he'd take the gold teeth out of his granny's mouth. 

I'm so mad I could chew a ten-penny nail in two. 

I'm sO mad I could spit. 

He is so mean he would push little ducks in(to) the creek. 

He's so slow that hell could freeze over while he is doing something. 
Ee is so slow you have to take aim to see him mMOVe. 

So stingy he would take candy from a baby. 

So stingy he would take the money off a dead man's eye and spend it. 
So strong it can walk. | 

That coffee's so strong, if it were spilled, it would walk off. 
That fog is so thick you could cut it. 


She's so thin that when she drinks red soda=-pop, she looks like a 
thermometer. | 


He's so thin he could go through the eye of a needle. 

He's so thin he could get through a kevholo. | ‘ 
She's so thin you can road a nowspapor through her. 

I'm so thirsty I'm spitting cotton. 

So tight she sereaks. | 

So tight he squeaks when he walks. 


So tight they'd squeezo the eagle on a quarter till it hollers. 


So ugly he could bit a punkin through tho fence. 
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II, Other Exaggerations 


Too stingy to eat enough. 


Low enouch to walk under a snake*s belly. 


Mad enough to bite a ten-penny nail in two. 


III, Comparisons in the Comparative Derree 


liore bitter than gall. 

liore brass than a brass monkeye 
Colder than a polar bear's 
pajamase 

I wouldn't trust him any farther 
than around the corner. 

Don't trust them any farther than 
you. can throw a bull by the tail. 
I wouldn’t trust him any farther 
than I could throw a bull by the 
tail. 

I wouldn't trust him any farther 
than I could throw an elephant 
by the tail. | 

I wouldn't trust him any farther 
than 1 could throw a piano by the 
stoole 


IV. 


Disposition like a rotten off. 
Disposition like a crosscut saw. 
Her eyes are like two fried oggs 
in a slop jar. 

Hor eyes aro like saucers. 

Feet like a mule. 


59. 
60. 


77. 


Faster'’n a blue racer. 

Flatter than a flitter.: 

liore fun than a barrel of monkeys. 
Hotter'n a firecracker. 

Hotter than a firecracker on the 
4th of July. | 

Hotter than hell. 

Hotter than the hinges of helle 
You're making more noise than a 
herd of elephants. 

You can make more noise than 
ninety-nine niggers in a base- 
ball park. 
Poorer than a church mouses 

More stubborn than a jackasSe 
Sweeter than snuff. 

More trouble than all my monoye 


Comparisons Based on the Noun 


Leg like Betty Grable. 


78. Heck like a great Atlantic cable. 


79. 


80 


A smile on her face like the cat 
that stolo the cream. 

A smile on his face like a wave 
on a slop bucket. 


V. Various Adjectival Comparisons Using "Like" 


Liko shaking a red rag at a bull. 
Like taking candy from a babye 


Like a bat out of hell (lledes). 
Liko two shoats in c churne 


B36 
84, 


86. 


(A maseuline folkecomparisone 


Cragy like a fox. 
Out like a light. 


Like a bolt from the bluée 
Compare "That 


brave vibration each way free" in Robert Horrick's Upon Julia's Clothes.) 
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« Dive like a feather. 


VI. Advorbial Comparisons Using "Like" 


He acts like a dying calf ina 
Acts iike a clom. 


dcts like a jackasse 


Built like a brick government 
housGe 

Built like a circus mare. 
Burn like leavos. 


Climb like a monkeye 
like a baby. 


Dive like a duck. 


Ali dressed up like Ledy Astor- 
biit'’s horses 

Drtrks like a sailor, 

Drives like a bat out of Georctine 
Drives like a bat out of Hadose 
Drives like a bat out of Helle 
Drives like a bat out of 
Jerusoleme 

Dropped it like a hot potatos 


Eats like a horse@e 
Eat like a pig. 


Fight like a doge 
Fight like a tiger. 


. Fits like a glovo. 


Fit like a sweater. 

Fits like you wero poured into ite 
Fits like your birthday suite 

Fits like your skin. 

Float like ao boat. 

Fly like a bird. 

Fly liko a kite. 

Foulod up like a Chineso firo drill. 


Goes off his back like water off 
a duck. 

Grinning like an opossum. 

Grows like a weed. 


Jump like fror. 
Jumped like ho was shot. 
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149. 
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181. 
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Laughs like a hyena. 

Lying like a dog. 

Lying like a ruge 

Looks like death cating crackors. 
Looks like death warmed overe 
Looks like a dog boat off of a 
sheop. 

Your face looks like the north 
end of a south bound mulo. 
Looks like she swallowed ao 

kin seed. 

Looks like hell. 

His eyes look like burnt holes 
in a piece of leather. 

Looks like a sick kitten on a 
hot rock. 

Looks like. something the cats 
dragzed ine 

Looks like something the cats 
drug upe 

He looks lile something the 
cats refused to drag upe 

Looks like she stepped out of 
© bandbox. 

Her smile looks like the sunrise 
over a picket fonce.e 


Melt like rubber. 


Pop like corn. 
Purr like a kitten. 


Roll like a ball. 

Running around like a chicken 
with his (its) head cut off. 
Running lilo a two-tailed cate 
Runs like clockworl. 

Runs like a dry crook. 

Run like a decre 

Runs like a frozen faucet. 

Run like a rabbite 

Rust like irone 


Shino liko 
Shrini: like wool. 
Sing like a bird. 


#154. Sings like a larke 
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Sleops like a log. 

Smell like a fish market 

Smell like a nigger pofng to 
preaching. 

Smells like a skunke 

Sparklo like o diamond.e 
Spinning like a top. 

Spring lilte a deor. 

Stack like cards. 

Stands like a bump on a log. 
Stick like glue. 

Sticks out like a sore thumb. 
Stinks like a fish. | 
Stinks like a pole=cat. 
Stretch like rubber. 

Svcot like a Negro going to 
Loxineton. 

Siren like a nigger at 
elecion. 

Sweating like a nigger cn 
election daye 

Swim lilte duck. 

Svrims like oa fish 


au! 
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1796 
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186. 
187. 


188, 
189. 


Swim like a rock. 
Swings like a rusty gate. 


Talks like a Chinese dope fiend. 
Talk like a building fell on youe 
Talk like a salesmane 

Talk like a schoolboy with a 
mouth full of marblese 

Talk like a schoolbov with a 
mouth full of mushe 

Talk like a tree fell on yous 
Tick like a clock. 

Travels liXe a bat out of hell. 
Traveling like your tail was on 
firee 

Twinkle like a star. 


Waddies like a duck. 

Wotching him like a hawk watches 
a chickone 

Wigglin* like a worm in hot ashes. 
Work like a horse. 


Adjectival Comparisons Using "As" 


— 


Alike as tvo peas in a pod. 


2096 


As much alile as tvo peas in a pot.(M)210. 


As much alike as tvo blackeeyed 

PCaS 
Ambitious as 2 second lioutcnant.e 
Anpry os hell. 

Avicviard as a bull in a china closet. 


Bad as a rotten apple. 

Bald as a billiard ball. 

Bald as an eagle. 

Bally as a jackass. 

Balmy as a day in June. 
Bearded as 2 hormite 
Beautiful os a day in sprinfte 


21le 
212. 
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215.6 
2166 


(M)217. 


218.6 


219. 


#2206 


Big as a barne *221. 
Big as tho side of a barn. 2226 
Big as the broadside of a barne 2236 
Sim as one side of a barn. 224. 


Big as a beare 


Big as brasse 


225-6 
226. 


Big as a COWWe 

As big as cupeakese (Said of 
eyes or snowflakes). 

As big as an elephant. 

Big as life and twice as cockye 
As big as life and twice as _: 
As big as Noah's Ark. 

Big as one sido of the houses 
Big as the side of a mountaine 
Big as saucerse 

As big as a piece of soap after 
ao day's washinge (Often used to 
describe a small child). 

Big as a tree. 

Big as a whalee 

Bitter as fall. 

Bitter as quinino. 

Black as the Ace of Spades. 


‘As black as Caine 


Black as conl. 
Black as a crow, 


2276 
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*2566 
237. 
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263. 
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As black 
Black as 
As black as the inside of a COWe 
Black as jete 

As black as midnight. 

Black as a nigger. 

Black as (the) night. 

As black as pitch. 

Black as sine 

Black soote 

Black a stump. 

Black tar. 

Blind as a bate 

As blue as blages. 7 
as indigo. 

Blue as a lard cane 

Blue as the ocean. 

Blue as the sky. 

As brave as a lione 

Bright as Gay. 

Bright as a dollar. 

Bright as a new dollar. 

Bright as a new pennye 

Bricht as the stars. 

As bright as the sun. 

Broad as a barn. 

Brown as a berry. 

Brown as a biscuit. 

Brown as a thrushe 

Busy as a beee 

Busy as a bee in a tar buckete 
Busy as a bobbed=tail calf in 
fly time. 

Busy as a cat on a tin roofs 
Busy as a dog scratching flease 


as the ground 
ink. 


As calm as a cucumber... 


As much chance as an October 
frost in helle 

Cheap as dirt. 

Clean as a hound's tooth. 
Clean as a mink. 

Clean as a pine 

As clean as a whistle. 

Clear as o crystal. 

Clear as mud « 

Close as the bark on a treee 
Close as your fiste 

Clumsy as a bull ina china shope 
as a mulée 
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285. 
286. 
287. 
288.6 
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290. 
291. 
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2936 
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299. 
5006 
302 « 
*3056 
3046 
505-6 
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5307. 
508. 
$09. 
310. 
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312. 
313. 


314. 
315. 


316 
(M)317. 


Cold as blue blazes. 

As cold as a cucumber. 

As cold as tho dickens. 
Cold as a frog. 

Cold as frog's hair. 

Cold as hell. 

Cold as ice. 

As cold as an iceberg. 

Cold as an 4cyclee 

Cold as kraut. 

As cold as a mother-in-law’s 
hearte 
Cold as 
Cold as 
Sold as 
Gold as 
Ccid as 
froste 
Cold as a whet-rock. 

As cold as yesterday's potatoese 
Common as pig tracks. 

Common as sine 

Cool as a cucumber 

As crazy as hell. 

Crazy as a loone 

Crazy as a lunatic. 

Crooked as a dog's hind leg. 
Crooked as a keg of nailse 
Crooked as a rainbov. 

Crooked as a snake. 

Crooked as a barrel of snakeSe 
As cross as a beare 

As cross a8 croescut 
Crosseeyed as a jaybirde 

Cunning as a fox. © 

Cute as a bird. 

Cute as a bug. 

Cute as a bug's ear. 

Cute as a buttone 

As cute as a mule with a barbed 
wire tail. 

As cute as a mule with @ — 
tail. 

As cute as pio. 

Cute as two blackeeyed pense 
Cute 2s a pup with braces on its 
teeth. 


a mother=in=-law's lovee 

a 

a well anklee 

a well digser in December. 
a well digger in a June 


e As cute as a speckled pup. 


Cute as a speckled pup pulling 
a red wagon. 


S7 


318. As cute as a speckled pup under 362. Zager as a beaver. 
a little red wagon. *363. Zasv as falling off a log. 
319. Cute as a trick. 564. As easy as falling off a log 
baclwards. 
520¢ As dariz as a dunteon. *365. As easy as vie. 
321. Dark as the inside of a cow, 366. As casy as shootins fish in a 
322. Darl as midnicht under a kettle. rain barrel. 
*323. Darl as pitch.» (11)367. Easy as stepping off your own 
(M)524. Dead as dishwater. front porch. 
*325. As dead as a doornail. 568. As easy as talcsint candy from a 
(M)326. Dead as the tomb. baby. 
027. Deaf as a doorknob. 569. Enanty as a church —— 
*320. Deep as the ocean. 370. As empty as a drun. 
o29. As deep as a well. ' 371. As empty cs a fun. 
530. Dirty as the sround. (M)372. Exact as a gnat's evebrow. 
vole As dirty as a pig. 
332. Dizzy as a bat. (C)373. Fast as a dose of salts going 
$336 Drunk as a bicycle. throush a widow womane 
304. Drunk as a fiddler's bitch. 374. Fast as a goat passing Dr. 
$55. As drunk as a coot. Brinkley's hospital. 
336. As drunk as Cootyv Brown. 375. Fast as lishtnins. 
537. Drunk as the devil. *376. 4s fast as rreased lightning. 
358. Druniz as Johnny Greer. 577. As fat as a butterball. 
339. Orunl: as hell. 578. As fat as a hore 
(IL, 340. Drunk as a loon. 579. As fat as a mud ball. 
541. As drunl: as a lord. *350. As fat as a pif. 
642. Drunir as a ool. Fat as a tub of mud. 
543. Drunk as a sailor. 382. Fine as silk. 
544, Drurl: as a sinner. 663. Fine as fror's fur. 
6045. As drunk as a sicunk. 564. Fit as a fiddle. 
*546. As dry as a done. 305. Flat as a board. 
347. Drv as a powder house. oCG. As flat. as a bool: marke 
546. As dry as sawdust. oo7. As flat as a flapjaci. 
549. As drv as shucks. *S56C. Flat as a flitter. 
550-¢ As cull as a doorimob. 589. Flat as a flounder, 
*351,. Dull as a froe. *390. Flat as a fritter. 
552. Dull as the wet end of a blunt *391,..As flat as a vancale. 
noodle. 622. As flat as a cow turd. 
S53~¢ Dumb as a cluclx. 593. As free as a bird. 
354. Dwab as a doorbell. 594. l'ree as a breeze. 
$55. Dumb as.a doornail. 5°5¢ As free as weter. 
356. Dumb as ao fiddler's ape. 396. As free as the wind. 
S57e As dumb as a jackass. oC7. Fresh as a daisy. 
558. Jumd as an OX. 598. Fresh as new-mown hay. 
559. Diorb as an ovster and looks like *599. As full as a tick. | 
a wart. 400. Funny as a barrel of monkeys. 
3GO0. Dumb as a post. 401. As funny as a clown, 
S61. -s the davm. 402. as a bear. 


403. 
405. 
406. 
407.6 
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409. 
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417. 
418. 


419. 
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422. 
423. 
424. 
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434. 
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441. 
442. 
“43. 
Che, 
£45. 
C46 
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Game as a cock. 

As gay as a lark, 
Gentle as a lamb. 

As good as gold. 

As food as new. 
Greasy as butter. 

As sreasy es a Greek. 
Greedy as o pig. 
Green as a gourd. 
Green as a frape. 
Green as frasse 

Green as a persimmon. 
As treen as a toad. 


Grouchy as an old she bear with 


the mumps. 


llairy as an ape. 

Hairy as a dofe 

Mandsome as life and twice as 
natural. 
Nandy as 
saddle. 

Handy as 


a hog with a side- 


a sidepocket. 


As happy as if he had food sense. 


As happy as a lark. 
As hard as a brick. 
As hard as o brickbat. 
iiard as hammered hell. 
Hard as a knot. 
as nails. 
hard as a rock. 
dard as steel. 
As hard as a tenpenny nail 
Nard as they make ‘em. 
As hard to find as a needle ina 
haystacl. 
As hardeboiled as an egg. 
As harmless as a baby. 
Neavy as lead. 
“igh as a Georgia pine. 
As hish eas a kite. 
Nich as the sky. 
Homely as homemade sin. 
As honest as the day is long. 
As hot as a bitch. — 
As hot as a bitch dog. 
As hot as blue blazes. 
[Lot as a depot stove. 
as dishwatere 
Net as firo. 


448. 
449. 


450. 
451. 
452. 
455 « 
454. 
£55 « 


£56. 
£57 


*458. 


459.6 
460. 
461. 
462. 
463. 
464. 
“65. 
466. 
467. 
468. 


*469. 


470. 
471. 
472. 


4736 
474. 


475.6 
476. 
477. 
478. 
479. 


#480. 


461. 
482. 
483. 


484, 
485, 


486. 


As hot as a firecracker. 

As hot as a firecracler on the 
fourth of July. 

Hot cs a firecracker lit at both > 
onds.e 

Hot as a firecracker lit on both 
ends and spewing in the middle. 
As hot as a furnace. 

As hot as hell. 

Hot as the hobs of hell. 

As hot as a June bride ina 
foeatherbed. 


liot as a Negro at election. 

Hot as a Negro at the second 
election. | 

As hot as pepper. 

Hot as red pepper. 

Hot as a jack in a pepper patch. 
liot as a sheep in a pepper patch. 


Hot as a pistol. 

lot as a sheriff's pistol. 
As hot as a two-dollar pistol. 
As hot as a six-shooter. 

Not as a banty rooster. 

As hot as a snowball in hell. 
As hungry as a beare © 


Ill as a hornet. 

Independent as a hog on ice. 
Innocent as a baby. © 

As innocent as a lamb. 


Jumpy as a fish out of water. 
Knobby as cypress knees. 


Lazy as all cet out. 

Lazy as a hound-dog. 

As lean as a bean nole. 

As lean as a lonz string bean. 
Light as day. 

Light as a feather. 


“Limber as a dishrag. 


Linber as a raze ¢ 
As little as a wart on a flea's \ 
back. 

Long as a country mile. 

As lons as a well rope and keen 
as a needle. 

Low as a bridge. 


: 


487. 
488. 
489. 


490. 


491. 
% 4.9 


AO? 


493 


£956 
£966 
407. 
495.6 
499 


500. 


Sol. 
502. 
503.6 


504. 
505 


Lov: as a snake's belly. 
Lov; as a snake in the grasse 
As low as a toad. 


As maf as an 
Ilad as a wet 
viad as a wet hen. 

As mac as an old wet hen. 

As mad as a hornet. 

As mean as can be. 

As mean as the devil (himself). 
As mean as the dickens. 

As mean as the mischief. 

Mean as old Harry. 

lean as old Scratch (himself). 
As mean as sin. 

As meek as a lamb. 

‘eels as a mouse. 


old setting hen. 
settin' hen. 


Naive as a newborn babe. 
Naked as a jay bird. 
As natural as it is for a coon 


to fo barefooted. 


507. 


*508. 


(D)509. 


510. 
511. 
512. 
513. 
514, 
515. : 
516. 


517. 


As neat as a pair of browm and 

white spectator pumps. 

As neat as a pin. 

Nervous as a bastard at a fanily 

reunion. 

As nervous as a cat on a tin 

roof. 

As nervous as a ballet dancer 

with the itch. 

Nervous as a bubble dancer vith 
sharp finger nails. 

Uervous as a worm in hot 

As noisy as a freicht traine 
‘oisy as a s'teleton dancing on a 

barn rool. | 

As noisy as skeleton on a 

tin roof. | 

As noisy as two skeletons dancing 

on a tin roof using tin cana for 
shoese 

lutty os a fruit cake. 


Odd as a nine dollar bill. 
Ocd as a purple cow. 

Old as Grondma. 

As old as the hills. 


524. 
625. 


526. 
527. 


6 


530. 


$31. 


552.6 


035. 
556. 


#537. 


538. 
559» 
540 
54). 
542. 


*343. 


544, 
545. 
546. 


547. 
5466 


*549. 
)5506 


551. 
D026 


553 
554. 


*555 6 


956 e 


*557. 


558. 


55°. 
560 
561. 


562. 
563. 


Old as Methuselahe 

Old as St. Louis. 

Old as a shoe. 

Ola as a treee 

As out of place as a bastard 
at a family reunion. 


Pale as a ghoste 

as pert as a cricket. 

As plain day. 

As plain as a mud fence. 

As plain as hell. 

As plain as the nose on your — 
face. 

As plain as 
As plain as 
Playful as 
As poor as 
As poor as 
As poor as a paupere 
As poor as possible. 
Poor.as Job's turkeve 
As pretty as the April flowers. .' 
As pretty as a peache 

Pretty as a victure.. 

Pretty as a speckled pupe 
Pretty as a spec!:led pup under 
a red warone 

As proud as a kinge 

As proud as a new papae 

As vroud as a peacock 

Pure as gold. 

Pure as rain water. 

As pure as snow, 


Queer as a three dollar bill. 
Queer as a seven dollar bill. 
Quick as a cat. 

As quick as a flash. 

Quick as lightning. 

As quick as a dolt of greased 
lightning. 

Quick as a rabbit. 

As quick as a wink. 

Quiet as a caterpi] lar 
over a buclctet of crean. 

As quiet as a fravoeyard. 

As quiet as a mouse. 


an old shoee 

a wrene 
a kitten. 

a church mouseée 
I ame 


506. 
| 519, 
520. 
S2l. 
522. 
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Ragged as a can of kraut. (Mt )609. 
Rasged as sauerkraut, 610. 
As roady as a radio. 611, 
Red as an apple. 612. 
Red as a beete 613. 
Red as a boiled lobster. 614. 
Red as blood. 615. 
As red as fire. *616. 
Red as a risin'. 617. 
As red as a rosa. 618. 
Red as wine. 619. 
As restless as a worm in hot 620. 
ashese 621. 
Rich as Croesus. 622. 
Rich as dirt. 623. 
As rich as everything. 624.6 
As rich as Rockefeller. 625-6 
Right as a fox. 626. 
As right as rain. *627. 
Ripe as a pumpkin. 628. 
Rough as a cobe | 629. 
Rough as a cob and twice as \ #630. 
corny. *631. 
Rough as a rasp. 632. 
Round as an apple. 633. 
Round as a bowl. 634. 
635. 

Salty as brinoe €36. 
As sassy as a jay birde 637. 
Scarce as hen's tecth. 638. 
Shapely as a colt. 6596 
As shapely as on hourglasse 640. 
Sharp as a briar. 641. 
As sharp as a cracker and twice 642. 
as crummye 643. 
As sharp as a lmife. ()644. 
harp as a marble. 645.6 
As sharp as a north winde 646, 
As sharp as a razor. 647. 
As sharp as a tacke | 646. 
As sharp as a tack and twico as (M)649. 
boring (long). 650. 
As sharp as o whip. 651. 
Shiny as a new pennye (M)652, 
Shy as a fox. 3 653. 
Sick as a pussy cate (MM) 654, 
Sick as a dose | 655. 
As sick as &@ horse. 656. 
As sick as a mule. *657. 
As sick as a cross-eyed mulée 658. 


As silent as a tomb. 

Silly as a billy foat. 

As simple as AB C's, 

Silly as a gf00SCe 

Skinny as o rail. 

Slick as a button. 

Slick as o raw eff. 

As slick as on eel. 

Sliok glass. 

Slick greasod lightning. 
Slick gut. 

Slick ice. 

Slick a mole. 

Slick a greased pige 
Slick satin. 

Slick a weasel, 

Slick as a whistle. 

As slippery as an eel. 

As slow as Christmas. 

Slow as the itch. 

As slow as the soven-year itch. 
Slow as molasses in January. 
As slow as a snail. 

Slow as a freisht traine 
Slow as a turkey. 

Slow as Job's turkey. 
Slow as a log wagone 

As sly as a fore 

Sly as a lavnrcre 

Smart as a hook. 

As smart as a whipe 

As smooth as a baby's cheeke 
Smooth a bed of roseSe 
Smooth crenme 

Smooth plasse 

Smooth satin. 

Smooth silt. 

Smooth as velvet. 

Snug as a bug in a ruge 
Sober as a judges. 

Soft as a baby's cheek. 
Soft as cotton. 
Soft as down. 

Soft as the fugz ona 
Soft as a kitton. 
Soft as a kitten's car. 
Soft as a pillow. — 
Soft as satin. 

As soft as silk. 
Soft as velvet. 


peach. 


564.6 
065. 
566. 
567. 
*558.6 
569. 
070 « 
O71. 
O72 
0736 
575 « 
576. 
079. 
980. 
582 « 
083. 
084. 
« 
O67 6 
088 
OES» 
9906 
ool. 
O92 
294.6 
095 6 
596. 
097 
O98 « 
*5 996 
600. 
60l. 
CO26 
604. 
*505. 
| 606. 
607. 
608. 


659. 
660. 
661. 
662. 
*6636 
664, 
665. 
667. 
*662. 
669. 
670. 
671. 
672.6 
674., 
675. 
€76.. 


677. 
678. 
6796 
680. 

“681. 
662. 
683-6 
604. 

*685. 
626. 
687. 
688. 
689. 

*690. 
691. 

(M)692. 
6936 
*694, 


6956 
C96. 
697. 


698. 
699. 
700. 
701. 
702. 
703-6 
704-6 
7056 
(M) 706. 


. 
As straight 
As straisht 


Straight 
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As solem as a judge. 

As sore as a boil. 

As sour as a crabapplo. 
Sour as a pickle. 

As sour es vinegar. 

As sycckled as a hen. 

as as a chicken. . 
Stale as breade 

Stiff as a board. 

As stiff as o poker. 

stiff as starch. 

Stincy as a misere 

Stout as a mulee 

Stout as an OXe 

aS an arrow. 
as a beanpole. 
a crow flies. 
as a martin to his 


as 
As straight 
hela. 

Surairht 
Straight 


a poker. 

a shinrlee 

an stick. 

a stringe 

Strong as an OXe 

Ac strong as pappy's breath. 
Strong as steel. 

Stubborn as a bulle J 
stubborn as an OXe 

As sure as shooting. 

As sure as the sunrise. 
As svect as candy. 

Sweet as apple cider. 

As sweet as honcy. 

Svoct as molasses. 

As svieot as (lemon) pie. 
Sweet as sufar. 


Tall as oa beanpole. 

Tall as a mountaine 

As tomporary as a snowball in 
July. 

As thicl: as four in a bed. 
Thicl as two peas in a pode 
(For) as thicl: as pen soupe 
Thin as milk in a bad hotele 
Thin as a reil.e 

Thin as tissue paper. 

As tirsht as the bark on o tre@e 
Tight as a bootjack. | 

As tight as your fist. 


707. 
(M)708. 
7096 
710. 
711. 
773. 
713. 
714. 


715. 
716. 
717. 
*718, 
719. 
720. 
721. 
722.6 
723.6 
724. 
7256 


726. 
727.6 
728. 
729. 
731. 

132. 
*733 6 
7346 

7 
+738. 
73%. 
 *738. 
739. 
740 
741. 
742. 
745 « 
7446 
745 6 
*746. 
747. 
748 « 
749. 


750. 
751. 
7526 


Tifht as Dick's hatband. 
As tight hatband. 
Tirht as hide. | 
Tight as a tick. 

Timid as a lamb. 

As tired as a dog. 

As touch as (shoe) leather. 
As tough as whet leathers 
Ugly as mud. 

As urly as a mud fence. 

As ucly as on OXe 

Ugly as sine 

4s uply as homomade sine 

As ugly cs homemade soape 
Ugly as homemade sunshine. 
As usly as a witch. 


As uscless as tits on a boar. 
Useless cs tits on oa hene 
As useless as tents on a tomeat. 


As warm as toast. 

as a | 

Weak as (branch) water. 

As wolcome as the flowers in May. 
As wolcome as a summer breeze. 
Wet as a dishrag. 

Wet as c drovmed rate 

Wet as wator. 

és white as a chost. 

Vhite as a lilye 

White as a shoet. 

As white as a sheope 

As vhite as snovWe 

Vide as the ococane 

Wide as one side of a house. 
Wild as a bat. 

As wild es a buck. 

As wild as a doer. 

As wild as a jaci rabbit. 
Wild as a March hares 

is Wiso os an owl. 

vise as a hoot owl. 

Viise as a saint. 

Wooly as a sheep. 


Yellow as a duck's foot. 
Yellow as gold. 
Yellow as a pumpkin. 
Insert 
(M)367.A. Easy as stepping over a log. 
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FOLKLORE IN VERSE* 


Warts 


Warts! I wonder what they are, 
Where they come from and what for” 
I have four upon my wrist, 
And a seed-wart on one fist, 

“ Right azackly in the way 

| Every time I go to play; 
Half a dozen on my arm, 
Pap can't cure and Mam can't charm! 


Aggervates me every day, 

I do wish they'd go away; 

Susie Jones! brother, he 

Keeps a dozen more than me; 

That's what makes me know for sure 
Toads is neither cause nor cure; 
He won't touch e toad a-tall,- 

Put one on him end he'll bawl1! 


Me and Harvey Gun last fall 

Sat down by an old stone wall, 
Playcd with toads: put 'em in pens 
Like old Trimble-toe's fat hens; 
Some laid cggs and some laid none, 
But I noticed nary one 

Laid a wart on Harvey Gunn. 


Chicken blood and walnuts green, 
| Leave ‘em dirty, wash ‘em clean; 
Milkweed juice and mad-dog stone, 
| Rubbin! with a smooth old bone - 
Ain't a thing: that I ain't done; 
Once I tried a pebble each 
In a rag and left in reach 
At the crosseroads where they say 
Who will find and count ‘tem true 
Takes the warts right off of yout 
But I-coulan't let it lay; | ? 
Had to stand guard all around ‘en; 
Susie Jones might a found ‘em. 


'Nother cure I tricd one time - 
Stole 2 dishrag worth a dime, 
Aimed to bury it away 

‘Neath the doorstep on that day; 
But the women seen my track, 

Il got scared and brung it back; 
And next weck a new wart come 
On the knuckle of my thumb! 


*We are using here three poems written by Emma Bell Miles and taken 
from Strains of A Dulcimore edited by Abby Crawford Milton, and 


published by Ernest Hartsook, The Bozert Press, Atlanta, 1930. 


| 
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Warty bumps, what can they be? 
Always hatchin' out on me; 

Heared of every kind of cure; 

Nary one is ever suro;3 

Wisht I knowed some good old elton 
I would ruther have the itch! 


Falling Weather 


At early candle-lightin' I went to milk old Picd; 
he stood all humped and shiverin' against the 
stable side. 
She looked so cold and lonesome I turned her in the 
stall; 
I knowed right then, by morning, some kind o! 
weether'd fall. 
I give her double beddin', because I'll tell you whys 
Up in the pines on Lookout the moon was seilin’ 
high, 
A thin white circle round it as wide as half the 
Sky. 


All night come something tinglin' around my 
face and herd, 

Like fine, cold fairy fingers, through a quivice by 
the Dea. 

I sicthted out at daybreak, and it was sure'-nough 

The ground was might'-near kivered with a skift 
o' hominy snow, 

It turned to rain by swmm-up, a-freezin' .s it flew; 

The ioad's all white and icy, the house and stable 

The trees fnlong the spring prth lesan so low you 
con't through. 


A stray horse stood and nickered outside the stable 
lot 
Till I let him in and fed him; he was stervin', like 
as 
The dogs lay scrouged in corners by the chimney 
where it's worm; 
The wild birds hide in little icy houses from the 
storm, 
The more the rain, the more rest, I've always 
heared ‘em saye 
I don't love fallin't weather; and yet I do, today— 
It's bright as summer sunshine in here where we- 
all stay. 
'Twixt the forestick and the backlog ures our 
oak and hickory fire, 
Lightered up with good fat pine-knots, every 
minute blazin'! higher, 
Like a rovzrin' stream o! water rushin' in the 
chimney's throat, 
Glowin' with all sorts o' colors like a rainbow het 
redhot, | 


\ 
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While the drops that fall down-chimney tinkle on 
the dinner pote | 

And I stretch my laigs and study on the time 
wnen I'll be old, 

When my voice and limbs is frailin', and the 
leastest breath cold 

Sets me shiverin' and shakin' while I crouch above 
the ha'th,. 

Will there be a window shinin! at the end of my 

Lord, I hope and trust that some one comes to 
let me in the gate, 

Turn me in to feed and shulter, when the evenin's~ 
growin! late, 

Set me in a firelit corner when the rain is freezin! 
fast— 

Out of all the fallin' weather, comin' home at-the 
long last. 


The Dumb Supper | 


Several young folks, Friday last, 
'Lowed their time could well be passed 
At my house tn such a way 

As we seldom see today, 

Settin' out a supper dumb, 

Where a Ha'nt is s'posed to come= 

Or whatever ‘tis that breaks 

Bread that silent mixin' makes, 


I was for it from the first | 

(Knowed they'd hafto speak or pupge)e 
Quite a little bunch I found » 
Gathered in and settin' round, 

Gay, good-hearted, none too wise, 
Little over fryin' size, 

Tellin' apple fortunes true 

With the cores and peelings too, 


More than half, -though, didn't stay, 
Bein! early scared away 

By old Sister Peckinpsugh, 

She come in and laid the law 

Down to all that deal with spirits. 
(I judge esch crse on its merits; 
Knowed no ha'nts would get too bold 
Ef their tongues they had %o hold.) 


When Mis' Peckinpaugh hed gone, 
Then 'twas time to start the fun, 
Alvin shivered and looked blank; 
Susie clung right close to Frank; 
Jessie giggled—finely, though, 
They commenced to make the dough, 
Movin! twixt the stove and table 

- Backwards, well as they were able. 


% 
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Me and Mother by the fire 

Was a fixin'! to retiro,. 
Sounded ghostly, movin' slow 
In the kitchen to and fro. 
"Do you reckon they might see 
Anything?" says Maw to mee 
fnd at Inst I couldn't keep 
From a stolen mi‘night pecp. 


Dumb they set, as still as death, 
Holdin' everybody's breath, 

Round the table back to back, 

Under shadows bis; and blacke 

There they set, and all the four, 
Watched the windy open door, 

Chilled and nerveus, thrilled and dumb, 
Waitin! for the fhost to come. 


All a sudden, deuce to pay, 

What it was I'll never say. 

Semething struck on Alvin's chest, 

Knecked the candle gelley-west » 
Jess and Susie hollered "Scat! 

Frank he squealed and went down flat. 
Mought a been Mew's Pussy Gray; 

What it was, though, I won't say. 


Me end Maw brung in the light, | 
Found them shakin! with the fright; — f 
Made hot coffee, got 'om fed, 

Put tem every one to bed=— 

Not till Jess tole Alvin "Yes," 

That dumb supper we could bless. 

Maw said he don't need to wait, 

Eatin’ out of her best plate! 


They'll be married Wednesday weck. 
Sue and Frenk, though, hardly speak, 
Sue claims it was the cat 

Keeled him over ll so flat. 

But old Sister Peckinpaugh 
Whispered out in church to Maw, 
"Aint no tellin' what they seen! 
Don't you know 'twas Hallowe'en?" 


65 


NOTICES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 


International Folk Music Council 


The Internaticnal Folk Music Council, which is a constituent. 
body of the Internstional Music Council (Unesco), was formed in 
London in September 1947 at a Conference at which representatives 
from twenty-cig¢n®: countries participated. Its cbjects are (1) to 
assist in the preservaticn, dissemination and practice of the folk 
music of all covnir ics, (2) to further the comparative study of 
folk music, (5) to promote understanding and friendship between 
nations through the common interest of folk music, 


The Council puvbiishes an annual Journal. Volume III will cone 
tain proceediness o: tes Third Conference of the International Folk 
Music Council, wniich was held at Indiana University last July. 


| Folk music specialists in each country are appointed by the 
Council to act as Correspondents. The United States Correspondent 
from Tennessee is Pr. George Pullen Jackson, Nashville, Tennessee. 


Membership of the Council is open to all who are in sympathy 
with its objects, Further particulars and information can be ob- 
tained from Miss Maud Knrpeles, Honorary Secretary, The Inter- 


national Folk Music Council, 12 Clorane Gardens, London, N.W.de, 
Englande 


Midwest Folklore, Vol. I, Noe 1, April, 1951, published by 
Indiana Universitt, Bloomington, which succeeds the previous pubd- 
and commends itscir to intcrested folklorists. The enlarge= 
ment aim is literary 2s well as authropological and injects into 
its promotional policies the leadership thinking of the outstanding 
folklorists of the nation. 


Subscriptions to The Southern Folklore Journal may be sent to 
fhe Editor, University of Florida, Gainsville. The rate is $3.50, 
or $4.00 if you wish to include membership and publication sub- 
scription privileges in the SAMLA. 

One of our members, Professor Herbert Halpert, Head, Depart- 
ment of Languages and Literaturc, Murray State College, Murray, 
Kentucky, is Review Editor of "Midwest Felklore™ and also cone 
tributes an article to this initial issuo, | 


This year's annual meeting of the Tennessee Folklore Society 
will be held at Austin Peay State College in Clarksville perhaps 
on Saturday, November 3, or November 10, the cate to be cleared 
for the College by Vice-president George W. Boswell who will act 
as host for the meeting. The program and specific notices of the 
meeting will be sent out a little nearer the time. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Jere Wheelwright, Kentucky Stand, Charles Scribner's Sons, New York, 
1951, $3.00. 


Jere Wheelwright's Kentusky Stand can be read as a supplement, 
and not a duplication, to L. L. Kincaid's The Wilderness Road or 
Kathryn Howard Mason's James Harrod of Kentucky. Each of these 
books, although they have much in common from the standpoint of 
central motivation of the story, is based upon a different area of 
research and throws new and interesting light upon the period, 
Wheelwright gives us not only a vivid delineation of character types 
representative, we feel, of the spirit of the frontier, but a clear 
setting of background portrayal which conditioned and controlled 

the lives of men and women alike on the frontier. 


Jim Cheston sets out in 1777 in his nineteenth year along the 
Boone trail toward the Holston Settlements to join his Uncle Trev 
Cheston for the Settlements of’ Boonesborough on the Kentucky. He 
wishes to investigate the claims of his father in Kentucky and to 
prove to himself and others the independence of spirit and of action 
which must be found in aggressive living. Until now Jim had lived 
a sheltered life, and had a strong desire to journey to this new 
frontier. Much that he learned on the journey was important but a 
mild preparation for events just ahead when his only companions were 
ambushed leaving him to go alone to Boone's Village. He arrived 
just as Boone was to be captured and teken prisoner by the Shawnoes, 


Jim learns quickly to make adjustments to the hard life at 
Boonesborough, is attracted by the vivacious and attractive Liza 
‘Bonham and undergoes many fronticr tests by which a new-comer is 
judged. But it was finally when Boone was captured and the fort 
was in danger of being taken that Jim asserted his full strength, 
knowledgey and skill as a frontiersman to justify his Beecling of 
satisfaction in his own strength and on the pert of othcrse 

The account is rich in the lore of the fronticr — the arts 
of hunting, prepsrine food, providing shelter, meeting hazards of 
winter, famine and risfortune. The sharing of labor, the anticipa- 
tion of need, the «sbisrity to find alternatives in meeting unusual 
situations — tnese arc vividly portrayed. Entertainment, dancing, 
marriage and denth sre taken in stride. Psychological reactions 
here are as deev Aas elsewhere but cxprcssed through restraint except 
for an occasional fignt or brewl from over-intoxication. The story 
is fast-moving, filicd with sction and cross currents of difficulty 
deftly handled in a breathless climax of unexcelled story-telling. 


E. G. R. 


\ 


Walter E. Boyer, Songs Along the Mahanton o, The Pennsylvania Dutch 


The folk-culture of a people is often best-written into its songs. 
This is the more true with the Pennsylvania Dutch of the Mahantongo 
Valley because of certain of the other background, cultural mores 


‘ 
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which have helped to make it so. Religion, language, European 
background, the geography of the locale, and other “good old 
virtues of hard work and self-reliance are stamped indelibly on 
the character of the Mahantongo farmer." These are a happys 
conserative, industrious peopie who go about their plowing, 
harvesting, milking, butchering, cider-making, and apple-butter 
boiling with a,melody in their hearts and a song upon their lipse 


Many of these songs originated in Germany, Switzerland, and 
Alsace, but others grew out of the adaptations of life to con- 
ditions of the fronticr in the New World. Contrary to the Ozark 
Folksongs by Vance Randolph, where the "sad songs" of feuding, _ 

death, and sorrowful lovers are in evidence, the Dutchman prefers 

‘ gongs that are humorous, merry, and expressive of an escspist 
feeling from the daily drudgery from life on a farm. Much of 
the song bf the Pennsylvania Dutch foilows the “pile-up" or 
"cumulative" technique in the ecnstruction of their patterns 
of folk tunes. The religicu3. songs of tne valley are in- 
diginent .and follow the “cemp mecting"™ or "white spirituel" 
genere of the South and West. There are no distinct Dutch dances 
but the Dutch yuung roople do like to dance and play. The songs. 
of the "Snitzing Party" have developed in connection with barn 
raisings, husking bees, quiltings, apple butter boilings, etce, 
when several rounds of dancing and games are followed by eats 
such as. pies, cakes, and cidcr.e 


The volume is an essentinl contribution to the Americana of 
folksong. -There are “Songs of Childhood", "Songs of Courtship 
and Marriage", "Songs of the Farm", “Songs f the Snitzing Party", 
"Songs of the Tavern", "Songs of American Life’, and “Songs from 
the Camp Ground." The tradition of folksong in the Mahantongo 
Valley strangely is kept alive not by the older generations but 
by the young folks themselves. 

E. G. R. 


Thomas L. Stokes, The Savannah, Rhinchart & Company, Inc., New 
York, 1951, $4.00. 


The moods of a people are as variable es are the moods of a 
river which conditions and sustains the patterned culture of their 
lives. The Savannah by Thomas L. Stokes is rather unique in this 
particular because. its mouth opened invitingly to new comers of 
the Peidmont region of the Atlantic coastline. In the early con- 
tested rivalries between Spain, France, and England for a foothold 
in the New World, the Valley of the Savannah became temptingly 
inviting as well as the scene of many atrocious events. 


Near five centuries of vicarious fortune since DeSoto and 
his followers first assailed the interior wildernesses from its 
shores, the river has come to have a deep symbolism in the life 

@ of the peoples who have ventured the course of its journey from 
the sources of its deep interior. Here came Dr. Henry Woodward 
trying to open the river and country to the English. Here came 
Colonel Maurice Moore who steved off e march of the Creeks and 
the Cherokees who might have destroyed, all white settlements ,in 
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the vicinity of Charleston and along the shore. Here a bastion of 
indiam tribes were sect up as the valley became a scene of con-= 
stant activity during the Revolutionary Wer. Here Georgia took 
roct fram settlers from Virginia and the Carolinas and an 
agricultural empire was slowely established. Outgoing produce, 
especially cctton, became importants The valley inevitably 
produced the cotton gin of-Eli Whitney and the first-:use of: 
steam-propelled boats and trrins. Here secession was pro- 

claimed and here the confederrcy of Jefferson Davis was dissolved. 
The valley produced leaders of national importsnce such as Calhoun, 
Stephens, Toombs, Hamilton, Watson, and Tillmnn. 


Progress even here was never casy Although at times it 
was phenominal. ‘he dreamers end visionarics were many,sozme of 
wnich remained and some vanished. The vrlley eventually began to 
develope its types of occupational industrialists near the city at 
its mouth, the middle area beenme a rich ngricultural section 
nround Augusto, and the heedwater renches were occupied by tenement 
farmers and smell Jandowners. World War II g.ve the river, the city 
of Savannah, ind its valley support a pvermenent and abiding role 
in the future greatness of the South which again justifics its 
pride in a long beginning. 


E. G. R. 


Kathryn Harrod Mason, James Harrod of Kentucky, Louisiana State 
University Press, Baton Rouge, 1951, $4.00. 


Kathryn Harrod Mason turns at the same time journalist, 
historian, and biographer as she weaves together this secmingly 
rather accurate historicsi]l account of: her famous ancestory in 
James Harrod of Kentucky. The style at first impresses one as the 
labored historian, sand it is not until the account gets well under 
way that the esuthor develops a feeling for personality, which be- 
sins to give emotional color to the story's telling. This is 
understandable in view of the fact that every statement is sorted 
and documented for accuracy and thatrthere were so many cross= 
currents of conflicting land claims, of frontier warfare with the 
Indians, of hardships in struggle against natural forces of the 
wilderness, and of the wavering fortunes of international diplomacy 
itself playing these frontiersmen scgninst a sense of loyrlty to 
England versus their personal desires to be free. Then slowly but 
forcibly develops this conquering dream of truimphant achievement 
which helped to mark the pattern of Amcrica's greatness. One is 
constantly made aware, therefore, of » purpose in achlevement which 
is more important than any individurl may possibly become as 
significant as these leaders were to the development of the frontier. 


The conditions which a men helps to crerte often lead to his 
own demise 2s was the crsoc here. James Harrod, after only a few 
bricf years of happiness in his mrrriage to Ann, is swalled un by 
the vastness of that frontier which he had helped to establish. 
Played against a setting of Dark and Bloody Ground is a fast-moving 
panerama of characters and of events. The friendship of Harrod 
for Daniel Boone who in turn was surveyor for the Transylvania 
Company which rivaled the claims of the Herrodsburg Settlements, 
the exemplary leadership of George “ogers Clark who carried the 
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frontier war against its outposts, the loyalties and frivolities 

of individuals themselves who kept before them ever that one 
objective of remaining free - these are flourishes which the author 
has handled with unusual deftness. The volume is amply supplied 
with charts and illustrations of topography, routes and points of 
settlements, and of campaignea of "The French and Indian Wars" as 

. prelude to the Revolutionary War itself. The volume is one of 
the Southern. Biography Seriese | 
E. G. R. 


Vance Randolph, We Always Lic to Strangers, Columbia University 
Press, New York, 
It was in 1947 that we reviewed for this publication another 

collection of folk materials by Vance Randolph titled Ozark 
Superstitions and published also by the Columbia University Press. 
This original volume dealt brsically with indigenous folk beliefs 
dealing with a wide range of native materials such as “Weather signs 
"Medicine", and "Power Doctors", to "Witchcraft", and "Death and 
Burial." e present volume is primarily a treatment of the “Tall 
Tale“ as handled by the Ozark hillman. These therefore deal with 
that “sort of windy that aint a lic unless you tell it for the 
trutheesee and even then nobody is deceived except maybe a few 
tourists." This volume therefore very well takes a second or sub- 
title of Tall Tales from the Ozarks, and deels with yarns of 

"Steop Hills and Razorbacks”, "Hunting Yarns","High Wind and Funny 
Weather", and various other miscellaneous yarns.. And there are 

few stronger tics than those held in common by hillmen who appreciate 
the old-time humor which binds them together in a sort of brotherhood, 
These hillmen heave a sense of humor for the grotesque,and find sport 
in lying for nothing before they would tell the truth for pay. 

They boast both in over-statement and undensteatement. One sign in 

a resturant reads "All the Lies You Hear About tho Ozarks Are True." 


i Many of these stories defy verification as do many hunting 
yarns which often attempt to reproduce much earlier conditions 
such as those of the frontier when a man killed twenty or twenty-= 
five pigeons at one shot. For then the pioneers used "mighty big 
shotguns." Much of this Ozark yarn-spinning follows a social 
pattern which exalts the pride -f the one who can win the approval 
of his unbelicving listeners. ‘The restraint, timing, and emphasis 
of erch story has much to do with its effective retelling and the 
continued embellishment by others was challenged by appreciative 
listeners. The older generation of the men of the Ozerks is more 
adept them the young xt telling these yarns and at keeping these 
"“windies" and tall tales alive. 
| E. G. R. 
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Ruth Tetb O' Over the Mist: Blue Hills, Cullom and “‘hertner, 
Publishers, ? ashville, 1951. 35.00. 


The people of Cocke County must be very proud indece that their 
story has been so ably told by Ruth “ebb O'Dell in this attractive 
and well-planned volume titled Over tr? Misty Blue Hills. County his- 
tories are rare, but this volume is much more thar a mere history. 

It begins “ith the journey of Paniel Eoone and his *osom companion 
Ti11liam Cuske who blazed the wey for couatless others wno were to 
come after them. It is the story later of this same “illiam Cocke and 
about twenty other femilies ‘ho decided to settle deep within this 
fro:tier wilderness vhere men cf couraze turn the danzers 
of cach Jay's hazards to rape Zuin, It is the stery of the “atau 


Settlemntnts, of Mountain o° Indian warfare, and oF 
strutgle for stateood. it 1% story of provrese, of 
vion and achievement - storv cr so*tiements «1 tue Fig Fiszeon 


and French Broad Rivers 175% io cegin ds now Cocke County. 
It is the story of a people in all trcir reiationchips, and especia_. 

as leaders in affairs of state and nation as eli as their t: 
in progress 2t hone. It is the story of many important beginninss, 

of education, of relition, of politics, of partie s and zovernment, ¥ 
and it is the storv of "ealth, plenty, and beau ty - the beauty that 
rises and hovers Over the Misty Biue 

The author has svarcei no effort at mating ..is volume one of the 
most comprehensive o* its Kind, It has beisicc between the sections 
dcaling with the various resources and activities "hich have made a 
people greet. arcroaech is ‘one of openmintednese in which én ¢f- 
fort is made to tive credence to merit every"nere. In presenting a 
complete story of the vast, it is often necessary to piece totether 
the slender threads of evidence threuth endless research, This the 
author has done tirclessly through vears and vears of effort to give 
vw348 comprehensive etory of her county to the people she loves, [It 
ras cone too at an enormous cost of exnenditure in time and money so 
the price itself becomes & in that the york after more 
ivtan nine years ‘of vicarious fortune mitht find completion. 

Tre author has attempted to tell a complete story by recalling ever 
those iscendary details of folk life whitch lend color ané 
These avs sitnificant part of the life of a people. Here, 
is tackloz of tradition, legerd, an’ lore - early churches, revive: 
re lizious controve -sies of tas Fronvies anc over slavery; the buildins 
of railrvads ané of industry; distilleries, tenneries, DlacXksmithing, 
conneries, merchandisin;, orchards and nurseries; noted trials and 
“or.ings; newspapers, amusements, and early schools. «4 section 18 de- 
yor.eé to "The Notables of Cocke County.” Liste? here are Governor Ben 
Hooper, 2Ce Moore , and “et, Crarlcs MeSahe. There is also @ séce- 
on "Citations" and on "Indians. "Appendix" of extended docu. 
mnt ary, reference, and statistical mazerials is added. 

“Over this rection of mystic beau*y,” says the author, "floated then, 
as now, an indescr. vable silvery-blue veil of eno“y mict," so that the 
selection of her tile was accompanied by som: very deep emotions of 
Joy and delisnt. «nd the more than worva of pictures “nich are 
used profuselr ade to the cf she volume snd the 
delight of the reader. The citizcns of Sock County, the ecuools end 
scncol children of the county,’ and lovers of our nistoricai and tradi- 
vional lore cveryhere "111 be interested in this volume, 


G. R, 
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